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published her book on " Literature." They
were the antipodes of each other. Chateau-
briand felt that she was a rival and hostile, as
did Rivarol of old, when she began to speak.
But this was a more serious rivalry. Here was
no question of rivalry in the salon; it was a
question of the intellectual domination of the
epoch. Chateaubriand wrote to Fontanes con-
cerning Madame de Stael's book a letter full of
naughty insinuations: " My particular hobby
is to see Jesus Christ everywhere, as Madame
de Stael sees perfectibility. . . . She really
has the air of not liking the present govern-
ment and of regretting the days of greater lib-
erty/' Madame de Stael cherished no rancor;
" Atala" made her forget the offence, and she
pardoned the author in admiring him. But
though Chateaubriand attracted her, he did not
convert her to his Neo-Christian rhetoric.

" I think him more melancholy than sensi-
tive," she wrote. She and her friends belonged
too much to the old days, and were too much
filled with the philosophical spirit to fall into
the romantic snare. They could not under-
stand religion, either as the State machine of
Bonaparte or as the poetical machine of
Chateaubriand. This " religion of bells," as
some one has wittily called it, this "Catholic
Epicureanism/' this "religious fatuity" of the